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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND CIVIL RIGHTS 

                           
I. Course Synopsis     

This course will focus on a study of the Supreme Court’s rules on speech, press, 
privacy, and searches, including how our Constitution operates and how the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 
5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 13th, 14th, 15th and 19th amendments are protections for 
everyone.  Students will understand how the decisions of the nation’s highest court 
impact their own lives.  Students will also examine the history of civil rights in the United 
States and how the law and courts have helped to shape history and pave the way for 
the nation’s current protections, freedoms and challenges.  Topics include race, gender, 
freedom of expression, and reproductive rights.  The course will help students to 
develop their self-awareness, so that their individual viewpoints can be shared in 
classroom conversations and help peers understand issues on a deeper level, directly 
from one another 
 
II. Philosophy and Rationale 
 The most fundamental questions about the nature of our government and our society 
are derived from the Constitution.   Even though complex at times, the way we interpret 
the Constitution reflects individual values, our political conflict and the progression of 
our nation’s morals. As Constitutional Law is not always a clear determination of the 
law, it is important that we understand not only the “answers”, but that we learn to make 
intelligent and potentially convincing arguments and make reasonable predictions about 
the success of our arguments in an actual case.  Constitutional Law issues lend 
themselves strongly to students’ individual preferences.  For this reason, it is a highly 
beneficial course as students will be challenged to defend positions with which they 
disagree while also having to meet the challenges of others regarding the positions they 
do agree with.   
 
Civil Rights consider the law pertaining to discrimination on the basis of race, gender, 
age, sexual orientation, national origin and/or religion.  Civil rights issues teach students 
how to recognize injustice and how active citizenship can be an important catalyst for 
collective change.  Teaching students about civil rights will also show them that injustice 
can indeed be overcome. 
 
NJ Educational Mandates 
The core mission of the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education is to promote 
Holocaust education in the State of New Jersey. On a continual basis, the Commission 
shall survey the status of Holocaust Education; design, encourage and promote the 
implementation of Holocaust and genocide education and awareness; provide programs 
in New Jersey; and coordinate designated events that will provide appropriate 
memorialization of the Holocaust on a regular basis throughout the state. 
http://www.state.nj.us/njded/holocaust/aboutus/mandate.html  
 
The Amistad Bill (A1301), calls on ―New Jersey schools to incorporate African-
American history into their Social Studies curriculum.‖ Passed by the New Jersey 
legislature in 2002, ―The Amistad Bill‖ created the Amistad Commission, a 22- 

http://www.state.nj.us/njded/holocaust/aboutus/mandate.html
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member body charged with ensuring that the rich heritage and lessons of black America 
are fully represented and taught throughout the state’s classrooms. 
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/ 
 
Ten Thematic Strands of Social Studies  
I Culture – A people’s way of life, language, customs, arts, belief systems, traditions, 
and how they evolve over time. 
II Time, Continuity, and Change – The importance of understanding the past and key 
historical concepts, analytically and from various perspectives. 
III People, Places, and Environments – The complex relationship between human 
beings and the environments within which they live and work. 
IV Individual Development and Identity – The exploration of human behaviors as 
they relate to the development of personal identities and the various factors that 
impact identity formation. 
V Individuals, Groups, and Institutions – The impact of educational, religious, 
social, and political groups and institutions and the integral roles they play in 
people’s lives. 
VI Power, Authority, and Governance – The complex purposes and features of 
individuals and groups with respect to issues of power and government. 
VII Production, Distribution, and Consumption – The role of resources, their 
production and use, technology, and trade on economic systems. 
VIII Science, Technology, and Society – The significance of scientific 
discovery and technological change on people, the environment, and other 
systems. 
IX Global Connections – The critical importance of knowledge and awareness of 
politics, economics, geography, and culture on a global scale. 
X Civic Ideals and Practices – The understanding that civic ideals and participatory 
citizenship are central to democracy. 
For a complete explanation of the Ten Thematic Strands, 
go to www.socialstudies.org/standards/strand 
 
Themes/Units: 

1. Overall structure of Constitution; 1st Amendment; 14th Amendment (12-14 weeks) 
2.  2nd, 9th and 10th Amendments (6-8 weeks) 
3.  4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Amendments (12-14 weeks) 
4.  13th, 14th, 15th and 19th Amendments (6-8 weeks) 
 

Student Learning Objectives/Outcomes: 
This course is designed to enable students to: 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of and ability to interpret and apply key terms and 
provisions of the U.S. Constitution and selected Constitutional case law. 

2. Identify, describe and assess basic Constitutional issues that may arise in 
hypothetical situations. 

3. Analyze selected legal case law of Constitutional significance: 

• Discuss key Constitutional issues raised by the court 

• Identify and describe key operative facts relied upon by the court 

http://www.theamistadcommission.com/
http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strand
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• Identify and explain key rationale used by the court 

• Summarize the key holding of the case 

• Distinguish the case’s legal and policy implications 
 
III. Scope & Sequence  

● Unit 1: Overall structure of Constitution; 1st and 14th Amendments (12-14 
weeks) 

o Essential Questions:  
o What is the significance of the U.S. Constitution?   
o What are the freedoms and limitations that the 1st and 14th 

Amendments provide? 
o How do the Supreme Court cases affect society? 
o How were the actions in the Civil Rights Movement an important 

catalyst for change in our society? 
o Major Concepts:  Overall structure of Constitution, freedoms (i.e. speech 

and religion), equal protection, Jim Crow laws, Plessy v. Ferguson cases, 
growth of the KKK and NAACP 

● Unit 2: 2nd, 9th and 10th Amendments (6-8 weeks) 
o Essential Questions:  

o What is the historical analysis involving the right to bear arms, 
certain rights to be retained by the people of the United States 
and the powers reserved to the states? 

o How do the Supreme Court cases affect society? 
o How does Federalism play a role in the analysis of these 

amendments? 
o Major Concepts:  Right to bear arms, civil rights, powers reserved to the 

states, federalism 
● Unit 3: 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Amendments (6-8 weeks) 

○ Essential Questions:  
o What is the interpretation of Supreme Court cases involving 

pleading the 5th amendment, right to a speedy trial, the right to 
a jury trial and excessive bail?   

o What is the interpretation of Supreme Court cases involving 
unreasonable search and seizure? 

o How do these analyses affect society? 
○ Major Concepts:  unreasonable search and seizure, pleading the 

5th/witnesses, right to speedy trial, right to trial by jury excessive bail 
● Unit 4: 13th, 14th, 15th and 19th Amendments (12-14 weeks) 

○ Essential Questions:  
o What is the interpretation of Supreme Court cases involving 

slavery and involuntary solitude? 
o What is the interpretation of Supreme Court cases involving 

voting rights based on race, color and gender? 
o How were the actions in the Civil Rights Movement an 

important catalyst for change in our society? 
○ Major Concepts:  slavery, voting rights, effect of gender on voting rights 
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND CIVIL RIGHTS CURRICULUM 
UNIT ONE:  OVERALL STRUCTURE OF CONSTITUTION; 1ST AND 

14TH AMENDMENTS  

 

STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS 6.1.12.A.2.d Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential 
branch of government and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.2.b Explain why American ideals put forth in the Constitution (i.e., due 
process, rule of law, and individual rights) have been denied to different groups of 
people throughout time. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims 
used to justify the arguments. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.4.c Judge the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments in 
obtaining citizenship and equality for African Americans.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.6.b Evaluate the ways in which women organized to promote 
government policies (i.e., abolition, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement) 
designed to address injustice, inequality, workplace safety, and immorality.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.6.c Relate the creation of African American advocacy organizations 
(i.e., the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) to United States 
Supreme Court decisions (i.e., Plessy v. Ferguson) and state and local governmental 
policies.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.6.c Analyze the successes and failures of efforts to expand women’s 
rights, including the work of important leaders (i.e., Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. 
Anthony, Alice Paul, and Lucy Stone) and the eventual ratification of the 19th 
Amendment. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.13.b Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and 
Supreme Court decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal 
Rights Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, 
and Roe v. Wade) in promoting civil liberties and equal opportunities.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.C.13.a Explain how individuals and organizations used economic 
measures (e.g., the Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc.) as weapons in the 
struggle for civil and human rights. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.13.a Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights Movement and explain 
why national governmental actions were needed to ensure civil rights for African 
Americans. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.13.b Compare and contrast the leadership and ideology of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X during the Civil Rights Movement, and evaluate their 
legacies.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.14.a Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances system in 
preventing one branch of national government from usurping too much power during 
contemporary times. 
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
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NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence.  
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text 
as a whole.  
RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) 
presented in a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key 
events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text.  
RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the 
course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 
RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 
RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, 
into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content.  
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach.  
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
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NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  
NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.  
NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations.  
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking.  
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
CRP1  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee  
CRP2   Apply appropriate academic and technical skills  
CRP4   Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason  
CRP5   Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions  
CRP6   Demonstrate creativity and innovation  
CRP7   Employ valid and reliable research strategies  
CRP9   Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management 
CRP11  Use technology to enhance productivity  
CRP12  Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence  

 

8.1.12.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools 
8.1.12.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real 

world problem or theory 
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8.1.12.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of the 
results 

8.1.12.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 
databases to find information to solve real world problems 

8.1.12.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to find a 
solution and make an informed decision 

9.1.12.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured learning 
experiences 

9.1.12.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.12.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context 

9.1.12.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural, 
gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 

9.1.12.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the classroom 
and during structured learning experiences 

 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 

The overall structure of the Constitution provides us with freedoms like speech and 
religion and promises of equal protection as stated in the 1st and 14th Amendments.  
Analyses of Jim Crow laws, Plessy v. Ferguson cases, growth of the KKK and the 
NAACP will provide an understanding and historical roadmap so that one may 
understand the significant and oftentimes controversial issues regarding these 
amendments. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
The Constitution was inspired by a wide array of philosophical ideas, basic 
governmental democratic principles and English notions of law and basic rights.  It is the 
supreme law of our nation.  Not only do our Bill of Rights guarantee individual liberties, 
but they also serve the purpose of placing limitations on federal governmental power.  
The Civil Rights movement utilized the promises of equality found in the Constitution to 
fight for political and social equality among citizens, thereby causing dynamic changes 
in U.S. culture, politics and the laws of our nation.   
  

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

• Rubric-based Debates/Discussions 

• Quiz  

• Reading Comprehension/Writing Response  
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. What is the significance of the U.S. Constitution?  
2. What are the freedoms and limitations that the 1st and 14th Amendments provide?  
3. How do the Supreme Court cases affect society? 
4. What is Federalism? 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to... 

• understand Judicial review – the scope and limits of the judicial power to resolve 
constitutional issues. 

• explain the Separation of powers – the relationship among branches within the 
federal government, such as presidential power to act in light of congressional 
power to legislate. 

• explain Federalism – the relationship between the federal government and state 
governments, including the powers of the federal government to regulate 
commerce and to enforce constitutional rights. 

• understand Equality – the scope and limits of constitutional claims to equal 
protection of the laws, including issues of race discrimination and sex 
discrimination. 

• recognize the legal issues presented by a simple problem question related to the 
1st and 14th amendments. 

• analyze how relevant institutions and laws have changed and developed over 
time because of the application of the 1st and 14th amendments. 

• analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme Court 
decisions. 

 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

• Sample Freedom of Speech lesson plan:  Should students have free speech?  
Debate and case analysis; what issues would students be willing to stand up for 
in schools?  Further activity:  Gangs, tattoos, and symbolic speech activity   

• Freedom of Religion lesson plan:  analysis of 5 cases regarding religious 
freedom; students read the case backgrounds and, in small groups, act as the 
justices of the Supreme Court   

• Current events analysis; investigating race and the justice system 

• Watch interviews with Supreme Court justices on this issue  

• Group work; Socratic method 
    

MODIFICATIONS 

• Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 

• Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 

• Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, MovieMaker, and so on. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND CIVIL RIGHTS CURRICULUM 
UNIT TWO:  2ND, 9TH AND 10TH AMENDMENTS 

 

STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS 6.1.12.A.2.d Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential 
branch of government and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.2.b Explain why American ideals put forth in the Constitution (i.e., due 
process, rule of law, and individual rights) have been denied to different groups of 
people throughout time. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.14.a Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances system in 
preventing one branch of national government from usurping too much power during 
contemporary times. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.14.b Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution 
to define the rights of the individual and evaluate the impact on public policies. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.14.f Determine the extent to which nongovernmental organizations, 
special interest groups, third party political groups, and the media affect public policy. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.14.h Assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the 
rights of the individual against the need for national security. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.b Assess the effectiveness of actions taken to address the causes 
of continuing urban tensions and violence.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with 
gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in 
the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws 
affecting national security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy. 
NJSLS 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or 
professional audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area 
for review. 
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence.  
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
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RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text 
as a whole.  
RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) 
presented in a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key 
events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text.  
RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the 
course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 
RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 
RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, 
into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content.  
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach.  
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  
NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.  
NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
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NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations.  
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking.  
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
CRP1  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee  
CRP2   Apply appropriate academic and technical skills  
CRP4   Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason  
CRP5   Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions  
CRP6   Demonstrate creativity and innovation  
CRP7   Employ valid and reliable research strategies  
CRP9   Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management 
CRP11  Use technology to enhance productivity  
CRP12  Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence  

 

8.1.12.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools 
8.1.12.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real 

world problem or theory 
8.1.12.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of the 

results 
8.1.12.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve real world problems 
8.1.12.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to find a 

solution and make an informed decision 
9.1.12.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences 

9.1.12.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.12.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context 

9.1.12.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural, 
gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 
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9.1.12.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the classroom 
and during structured learning experiences 

 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS  

The 2nd Amendment affords citizens the right to keep and bear arms.  The language of 
the 2nd Amendment affects modern day society and the argument for/against guns 
rights. The 10th amendment establishes the balance between the state sand the federal 
government called Federalism which impacts the powers delegated to the national 
government versus powers reserved for the states. The 9th amendment addresses the 
sanctity of individual rights not specified in the constitution like the right to privacy, 
marriage, child rearing and the right to refuse medical treatment. 
 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  

The Constitution provides for the protection of certain rights as found in the 2nd, 9th and 
10th Amendments which guarantees certain individual liberties (such as the right to bear 
arms) and also serves the purpose of placing limitations on governmental power. 
Certain rights not included in the Constitution does not deny the existence of those 
rights for citizens of the United States.    
 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

• Projects 

• Discussions 

• Amendment Analysis 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. What conclusions can be drawn from an investigation of the historical analysis of 
the right to bear arms, rights retained by the people of the United States powers 
reserved to the states and powers reserved by the federal government?  (edited 
version) 

2. How do these Supreme Court cases affect society? 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to... 

• analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national 
security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy. 

• assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the rights of the 
individual against the need for national security. 

• analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution to define the 
rights of the individual and evaluate the impact on public policies. 

  

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

• Interactive lesson plan where students move around the room and take positions 
on gun laws; includes videos and writing position papers 



River Dell Regional School District 
Constitutional Law and Civil Rights Curriculum 15 
Approved October 22, 2019 
 

• Women’s right to choose-does that fall under the 9th Amendment?  Analysis and 
debate 

• Right to Privacy-how is it included in making laws about abortion? 

• Interactive activity regarding Federalism (create a visual flow chart; work in 
groups to determine who has the power on all government levels) 
 

MODIFICATIONS  

• Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 

• Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 

• Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, MovieMaker, and so on. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND CIVIL RIGHTS CURRICULUM 
UNIT THREE:  4TH, 5TH, 6TH, 7TH AND 8TH AMENDMENTS  

 

STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS 6.1.12.A.2.d Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential 
branch of government, and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.2.b Explain why American ideals put forth in the Constitution (i.e., due 
process, rule of law, and individual rights) have been denied to different groups of 
people throughout time. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.14.a Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances system in 
preventing one branch of national government from usurping too much power during 
contemporary times. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.14.b Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution 
to define the rights of the individual, and evaluate the impact on public policies. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.14.h Assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the 
rights of the individual against the need for national security. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.b Assess the effectiveness of actions taken to address the causes 
of continuing urban tensions and violence.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with 
gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in 
the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws 
affecting national security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy. 
NJSLS 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or 
professional audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area 
for review. 
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence.  
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
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connecting insights gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text 
as a whole.  
RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) 
presented in a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key 
events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text.  
RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the 
course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 
RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 
RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, 
into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content.  
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach.  
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  
NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.  
NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
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NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations.  
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking.  
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
CRP1  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee  
CRP2   Apply appropriate academic and technical skills  
CRP4   Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason  
CRP5   Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions  
CRP6   Demonstrate creativity and innovation  
CRP7   Employ valid and reliable research strategies  
CRP9   Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management 
CRP11  Use technology to enhance productivity  
CRP12  Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence  

 

8.1.12.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools 
8.1.12.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real 

world problem or theory 
8.1.12.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of the 

results 
8.1.12.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve real world problems 
8.1.12.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to find a 

solution and make an informed decision 
9.1.12.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences 

9.1.12.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.12.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context 

9.1.12.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural, 
gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 
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9.1.12.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the classroom 
and during structured learning experiences 

 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
The criminal law Amendments provide great protections against unreasonable search 
and seizure, excessive bail and self-incrimination.  Citizens also have the right to a 
speedy trial and the right to a jury trial.  Analysis of Supreme Court decisions 
addressing these amendments are fundamental to our understanding of the criminal 
justice system in our society. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  

An understanding of the criminal Amendments and the protections that they allow under 
the Constitution is essential to our study of the American justice system. The 4th, 5th, 
6th, 7th and 8th Amendments provide a great deal of the constitutional basis of these 
rights. These amendments protect the citizen’s civil rights to ensure equal rights for all 
U.S. citizens during the criminal process.   
 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

• Projects 

• Discussions 

• Amendment Analysis 
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  

1. What is the interpretation of Supreme Court cases involving unreasonable search 
and seizure, pleading the 5th amendment, right to a speedy trial, the right to a jury 
trial and excessive bail? 

2. How do these analyses affect society? 
 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

 Students will be able to... 

• describe the historical development and current contours of the 4th, 5th and 6th 
Amendments. 

• analyze fact patterns with possible 4th, 5th, and 6th Amendment issues as 
judges and lawyers do—chronologically and defendant-by-defendant. 

• identify and explain the constitutional bases for admitting or excluding evidence 
and statements obtained by the government during a criminal investigation on a 
given fact pattern 

• Analyze, from a public policy perspective, 4th, 5th and 6th amendment decisions, 
and proposed legislation related to the police, prosecution and defense functions. 

• understand and describe the procedural framework for adjudicating 4th, 5th and 
6th amendment issues in the trial courts, as well as on direct appeal and 
collateral review. 



River Dell Regional School District 
Constitutional Law and Civil Rights Curriculum 20 
Approved October 22, 2019 
 

• understand and analyze the roles of professionals in the criminal justice system, 
including police, judges, prosecutors, and defense counsel 

 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

• Search and seizure handout; interactive activity directly aimed at the youth 

• Review of Miranda Rights; creation of poster boards; interactive 

• Activities including what it takes to be a juror (quiz ?) , juveniles and the right to 
counsel, jury selection and gender, etc.) 

• Examine Herman's House, a documentary about Herman Wallace, an inmate at 
Angola prison who has spent 40-plus years in solitary confinement, more than 
any other person in the United States (cruel and unusual punishment); 
documentary and debates 
 

MODIFICATIONS 

• Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 

• Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 

• Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, MovieMaker, and so on. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND CIVIL RIGHTS CURRICULUM 
UNIT FOUR:  13TH, 14TH, 15TH AND 19TH AMENDMENTS  

 

STATE STANDARDS  

NJSLS 6.1.12.A.2.d Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential 
branch of government, and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.2.b Explain why American ideals put forth in the Constitution (i.e., due 
process, rule of law, and individual rights) have been denied to different groups of 
people throughout time. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims 
used to justify the arguments. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.4.c Judge the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments in 
obtaining citizenship and equality for African Americans.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.6.b Evaluate the ways in which women organized to promote 
government policies (i.e., abolition, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement) 
designed to address injustice, inequality, workplace safety, and immorality.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.6.c Relate the creation of African American advocacy organizations 
(i.e., the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) to United States 
Supreme Court decisions (i.e., Plessy v. Ferguson) and state and local governmental 
policies.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.6.c Analyze the successes and failures of efforts to expand women’s 
rights, including the work of important leaders (i.e., Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. 
Anthony, Alice Paul, and Lucy Stone) and the eventual ratification of the 19th 
Amendment. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.13.b Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and 
Supreme Court decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal 
Rights Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, 
and Roe v. Wade) in promoting civil liberties and equal opportunities.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.C.13.a Explain how individuals and organizations used economic 
measures (e.g., the Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc.) as weapons in the 
struggle for civil and human rights. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.13.a Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights Movement, and explain 
why national governmental actions were needed to ensure civil rights for African 
Americans. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.13.b Compare and contrast the leadership and ideology of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X during the Civil Rights Movement, and evaluate their 
legacies.  
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.14.a Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances system in 
preventing one branch of national government from usurping too much power during 
contemporary times. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.A.14.b Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution 
to define the rights of the individual, and evaluate the impact on public policies. 
NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.b Assess the effectiveness of actions taken to address the causes 
of continuing urban tensions and violence.  
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NJSLS 6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with 
gender preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in 
the workplace, politics, and society. 
NJSLS 6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws 
affecting national security and/or individual civil rights/ privacy. 
NJSLS 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or 
professional audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area 
for review. 
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 
development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence.  
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
RH.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text 
as a whole.  
RH.11-12.2. Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) 
presented in a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key 
events, ideas and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text.  
RH.11-12.3. Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
RH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the 
course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 
RH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 
RH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, 
into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
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NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content.  
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach.  
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  
NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.  
NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively.  
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations.  
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking.  
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 
CRP1  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee  
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CRP2   Apply appropriate academic and technical skills  
CRP4   Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason  
CRP5   Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions  
CRP6   Demonstrate creativity and innovation  
CRP7   Employ valid and reliable research strategies  
CRP9   Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management 
CRP11  Use technology to enhance productivity  
CRP12  Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence  

 

8.1.12.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools 
8.1.12.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a real 

world problem or theory 
8.1.12.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of the 

results 
8.1.12.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve real world problems 
8.1.12.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to find a 

solution and make an informed decision 
9.1.12.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences 

9.1.12.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.12.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context 

9.1.12.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural, 
gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 

9.1.12.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the classroom 
and during structured learning experiences 

 

 
BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS  

Slavery and the abolishment of slavery is a significant piece of history which addresses 
the injustices of our society and what actions were taken in order to fight those 
injustices and challenges.  A U.S. citizen’s right to vote, regardless of race, color or 
gender is the crux of our democratic society.   
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  

Known as the Civil War Amendments, the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments address 
slavery and the abolitionist movement.  The 19th Amendment prohibits the government 
from denying citizens the right to vote on the basis of sex, thereby granting women the 
right to vote.  Understanding the struggle to end slavery and provide women with the 
right to vote is essential to our interpretation of the Constitution and the rights afforded 
to all citizens pursuant to these amendments. 
 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

• Projects 
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• Discussions 

• Amendment Analysis 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. What is the interpretation of Supreme Court cases involving slavery and 
involuntary solitude and voting rights based on race, color and gender? 

2. What impact did slavery have on the writing of the Constitution? 
3. What was the role of the Supreme Court in defining the Jim Crow South? 
4. How do Constructional Amendments shift politics in the US? 
5. How does the office of the president shape Constitutional law? 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to: 

• analyze the effectiveness of Supreme Court decisions (i.e. Brown v. Board of 
Education, and Roe v. Wade) in promoting civil liberties and equal opportunities. 

• understand how different experiences, beliefs, values, traditions, and motives 
influence how the Supreme Court interprets cases and issues.  

• understand how the office of the president shapes Constitutional Law. 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

• 13th Amendment:  Review of Emancipation Proclamation and viewing of “Defining 
Freedom” 15 minute video; discussion of “freedom”    

• 15th Amendment:  Alabama voter registration form and 1965 Alabama Voter 
Registration Test   

• 19th Amendment: Activities regarding women’s suffrage movement   

 
 
 
DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
This learning activity gives the students a chance to choose which avenue they would 
like to use to achieve the learning objectives.  They can choose to write a skit, create a 
poster, give the class a mini-lesson, or recite poetry.  This allows them to choose a 
project that suits their learning needs and modifications.  Some of the tools they use to 
accomplish this assignment are as follows: 

• Instruction that addresses multiple sensory pathways/multiple intelligences 

• Use of graphic organizers 

• Guided Questions  

• Flexible grouping (they can choose who they feel comfortable working with for 

this project or they can work alone) 

• Mini lessons in needed skills such as researching, taking notes, organizing 

material 

• Suggested websites for further exploration of content 

• Class discussion addressing student questions/concerns 
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• Student proposed interest-based project (students choose which event of the 

Civil Rights Movement interests them the most) 

 

MODIFICATIONS 
• Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 

• Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 
specific skill. 

• Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 
OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, Movie Maker, and so on. 
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V. Course Materials 

• http://www.firstladies.org/curriculum/curriculum.aspx?Curriculum=1816  

• http://landmarkcases.org/en/Page/241/Gangs_Tattoos_and_Symbolic_Speech 

• http://www.firstamendmentschools.org/resources/lesson.aspx?id=14112  

• https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/01/06/equality-under-the-law-
investigating-race-and-the-justice-system/  

• https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/  

• https://www.aclumaine.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/lessonplan_14tham
endment.pdf  

• http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/Files/Documents/LessonPlans/Second%20
Amendment%20Lesson%20Plan.pdf  

• http://www.pbs.org/pov/aftertiller/lesson-plan/  

• https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/images/public_education/oah_sea
rchme.pdf  

• https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/1999/12/13/the-right-to-know-your-rights/  

• http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/educational-
activities/sixth-amendment-activities  

• http://www.pbs.org/pov/hermanshouse/lesson-plan/   

• https://www.facinghistory.org/reconstruction-era/lessons/defining-freedom 

• http://tah.eastconn.org/tah/1011SM3_VotingRights.pdf 

• http://tag.rutgers.edu/teaching-toolbox/classroom-resources/lesson-module-
womens-suffrage-in-the-united-states/ 
 

 

 
VI. Curriculum Differentiation  
 
Sample Differentiation Strategies and Techniques that apply to Social Studies 
Sample Resources: 

• CanDo Descriptors - https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/ 

• Colorin Colorado - http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/ 

• WIDA - https://www.wida.us/ 
 
For English Language Learners 
Please refer to the following link-
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf 
 as mentioned on the NJDOE website.   
 

Inhumanity/Amistad/Holocaust-Civil Rights/LGBT Education 

• Constitutional Law and Civil Rights: 

• 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendment Unit 

• Addressed objective:  How individuals and organizations used economic 

measures (e.g. the Montgomery Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc) as weapons in the 

struggle for civil and human rights.   

http://www.firstladies.org/curriculum/curriculum.aspx?Curriculum=1816
http://landmarkcases.org/en/Page/241/Gangs_Tattoos_and_Symbolic_Speech
http://www.firstamendmentschools.org/resources/lesson.aspx?id=14112
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/01/06/equality-under-the-law-investigating-race-and-the-justice-system/
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/01/06/equality-under-the-law-investigating-race-and-the-justice-system/
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/
https://www.aclumaine.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/lessonplan_14thamendment.pdf
https://www.aclumaine.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/lessonplan_14thamendment.pdf
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/Files/Documents/LessonPlans/Second%20Amendment%20Lesson%20Plan.pdf
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/Files/Documents/LessonPlans/Second%20Amendment%20Lesson%20Plan.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/pov/aftertiller/lesson-plan/
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/images/public_education/oah_searchme.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/images/public_education/oah_searchme.pdf
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/1999/12/13/the-right-to-know-your-rights/
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/educational-activities/sixth-amendment-activities
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/educational-activities/sixth-amendment-activities
http://www.pbs.org/pov/hermanshouse/lesson-plan/
https://www.facinghistory.org/reconstruction-era/lessons/defining-freedom
http://tah.eastconn.org/tah/1011SM3_VotingRights.pdf
http://tag.rutgers.edu/teaching-toolbox/classroom-resources/lesson-module-womens-suffrage-in-the-united-states/
http://tag.rutgers.edu/teaching-toolbox/classroom-resources/lesson-module-womens-suffrage-in-the-united-states/
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
https://www.wida.us/
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• See below for Assignment and Rubric 

• Minority Group:  African Americans 

• Documentary: A Time for Justice:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFv8ok1GekE 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFv8ok1GekE

